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"Behold I" says Durrani, with considerable satisfaction,
"I have demolished bit by bit the whole accepted picture of
pre-Islamic Arabia and... the supposed mission of the Prophet
Muhammad (^^>) based upon it, and it is time to build a
new one"53. The new picture is of Muhammad not as a
messenger for Arabia particularly, but as a man with a
mission to the world; namely, to found The Modern Age.
The Modern Age thus introduced is one of nationalism (he
gave the Arabs surging unity under a national ideal, that of
world service) ; of freedom from imperialist exploitation
(Islam's conquests were unique in history in bringing libera-
tion not slavery); and of monist thought and monist morality.
Durrani launches a sweeping attack on dualism and its
accompanying ethics of suppression of the body and its
inclinations. To suppress the body is to impoverish the soul,
since the two are interdependent in the unity (fawhld)
which Muhammad taught. Good and evil also are relative
terms; there are no absolute values. Yet "poverty.. .is an
unmitigated evil, a chronic disease against which society must
wage ceaseless war"64.
This last is admirable, and modern. It is clear that what
this writer has actually done, under the guise of replacing a
false picture of seventh-century Arabia with a true and
modern one, is to replace an antiquated ethical system for
himself with a modern an4 relevant one. It is always refresh-
ing to find a religious thinker whose ideas of right and wrong
are as intelligent and relevant as are those of the non-
religious people round about him. This Iqbal has done for
him ; and given him also enthusiasm for his endeavour, He
wants no "pathetic piety"55. "Go and fight, commands the
Quran. Fight the devil in your own bosom first.. .and fight
the evil outside... Fight the devil of dirt and uncleanliness
in your surroundings, fight the devils of disease and poverty,
fight malaria, fight plague, fight cholera, fight ignorance and
illiteracy, fight the fat capitalist who defrauds and exploits
the poor, fight the religious hypocrite who cheats the people
under his cloak of piety, fight those who would deprive you
of your birthright of free manhood.. ,"56